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This year’s annual conference took place once again at St Hugh’s College, Oxford, a perfect setting 

for thinking, reflecting, and forging new ideas for the year ahead, and also for celebrating NaPTEC’s 

25th anniversary.  To mark this special occasion Professor Colin Richards, an associate and friend of 

NaPTEC from its beginnings as UPTEC in the early 1980s, provided a thought provoking talk where he 

linked inspiring practices of the past to what might be possible for our educational future. He began   

enthusiastically by launching the audience into an unexpected quiz about our educational heritage 

and in doing so highlighted the point that ‘we need to combat our own amnesia, recover our 

educational heritage, our own sense of possibility and our degree of freedoms’. In a fast moving 

discussion he drew parallels between the past and present particularly concerning the causes and 

effects of over centralisation experienced in the late 1800s’ early 1900s and now, and reminded us  

of the men and women, who were not famous, but whose legacies have driven education forward 

and whose thinking is especially relevant today at this pivotal moment when the teaching profession 

is forging its future.  This inspiring presentation fuelled passionate conversation amongst the 

delegates who continued the discussion well into the evening with Colin at the local pub.  

  

Peter Dudley, National Director of the Primary Strategies opened the conference by providing a 

resume` of what had been achieved in recent years in education with a particular focus on the 

insights the teaching profession had gained about the relationship between teachers’ practice and 

children learning.  In an unassuming and modest tone he saw the Strategies as ‘having made a start’ 

at making teaching and learning more explicit through underpinning their guidance with current and 

well respected learning theories such as, assessment for learning, dialogic approaches, thinking skills 

inductive approaches, self and peer assessment and interventions for personalising learning. Then, 

looking to the future, Peter provided a well argued, informative discussion focussing on Professional 

Learning Communities where Lesson Study provided a model for collaborative CPD, and most 

importantly, the children central stakeholders in the process. Delegates in their discussions following 

Peter’s talk were quick to draw analogies with their own practice in ITT and no doubt had much to 

ponder as a result of this very thought provoking presentation.  

For more information on Lesson Study you can download ‘Improving Practice and Progression 

through Lesson Study’ by typing the title into Google or by visiting 

nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk 

  

Andrew Pollard is Professor of Education at the Institute of Education, London University. He is 

currently Programme research fellow for ESRC building on his former role as Director of UK’s TLRP. 

The many books, papers and articles Andrew has written and edited have contributed significantly to 

educational thinking across the twentieth and twenty first centuries. His book Reflective Teaching 

published by Continuum in 2002 is probably one of the most influential books in teacher education 

to date.     



Andrew began his talk by referring to his ongoing work for TLRP some of which he presented at last 

year’s conference. He also provided comment on the current situation concerning the position of the 

GTC, partner with TLRP in the publication of Professionalism and pedagogy; A contemporary 

opportunity (for download go to www.tlrp.org/pub/documents/TLRPGTCEProf&Pedagogy.pdf.) He 

talked about there being an opportunity to work with the new government to ensure that the 

research work of the TLRP was utilised as part of the proposed educational reforms. However, the 

audience were in no doubt about the contribution Andrew’s work with the TLRP had already made 

in advancing pedagogy which was further confirmed in the conversations over dinner which Andrew 

attended.  Andrew expanded on the conceptual framework he has developed to explain the 

complexity of teacher expertise and how he hopes this will facilitate professional and academic 

discussion.  Once again, the audience hung on his every word drawing confidence and 

empowerment form his creativity of thought, and his resolve and diligence to further improve 

pedagogy.          

The Saturday morning sessions were begun with a providers’ symposium where inspiring  practice 

was shared in terms of leading partnerships in literacy and mathematics.  Developing closer 

partnerships with professional settings was also explored. 

Teresa Cremin is Professor of Education at The Open University. She is president of the United 

Kingdom Literacy Association and joint co-ordinator of the BERA Creativity in Education, SIG (Special 

Interest Group). She has written and edited 15 books   and numerous research papers. Her most 

recent book is  Teaching English Creatively (Routledge 2009). 

Teresa Cremin ensured that her Saturday morning presentation ‘Inspiring Passion and Possibility in 

Teaching and Learning’ lived up to its title. Her compelling discussion never lost its focus, mainly the 

child, so that whatever direction the discussion took it always led back to the child and the child’s 

learning. Topics such as the principles of passion, possibility thinking at the heart of creativity, 

passion for our subject and passion for our own learning were explained eloquently in a common 

sense, matter of fact way that placed them at the heart of our craft as undeniable and central to it.  

One of the most powerful features of Teresa’s discussion was the discourse she provided, as if 

equipping us with the vocabulary that explained ideas about principles, passion, creativity, 

possibility, philosophy. Consequently, the delegate’s conversations with Teresa over lunch, following 

her talk, were vibrant and lively, and as intellectually taxing as any during the conference. Delegates 

were more than happy to linger over a good lunch and stimulating conversation without any sense 

of urgency to leave the conference. I know all would want to convey our special thanks to Teresa for 

providing such a stimulating and informative Saturday morning key note talk.   
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