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Thank you for coming to our conference and for engaging so enthusiastically in it. The 

theme of ‘the broad and balanced curriculum’ was aptly chosen and one close to all our 

hearts. I said in my introduction to the Conference I hoped this is a continued debate and 

concerted drive to regain this breadth and the integrity of the subjects. 

My sincere thanks to our speakers now. 

 To James for sharing policy updates and his ‘reasons to be cheerful’. I take up three of 

these  

1) That the quality of ITE is recognised, including M level provision  

2) The possibility of more funding for teachers’ CPD 

3) One teachers’ community and not separated routes into teaching. 

Joe, welcome and thank you for your input on the Chartered College. The resources you 

provide  to support teachers at all stages of their careers in excellent CPD helping to 

create evidence based profession. We look forward to working with the College in the 

future. 

Tony, for your insights into the broad and balanced.  Your thoughts on the existing 

situation, more of a syllabus than a curriculum. The 5 reasons you shared for a broad and 

balanced curriculum. For returning us to the work of Bruner ‘the knower and the knowing’ 

and the importance of the process not the product . For getting us to think about ‘funds of 

knowledge’. We do encourage colleagues to become involved in the Humanities 2020 

project and please contact Tony for further information. 

Mike for reminding us that learning is central to the curriculum. For the ‘challenge’ and 

the excellent title of your book In the Zone. May it be hugely successful. 

To Susan for a lovely session on art and reminding us all of the integrity of this subject, 

beautifully illustrated through your practical activity. The words ‘Please , nothing but joy’ 

and the happiness that learning can bring shall be our mantra. 

The wonderful fine dining on Friday evening at St. Hugh’s where colleagues talked so 

animatedly and met new friends. To be followed on the second day with our Provider’s 

Symposium. Our thanks to Committee members Aimee, Matt, Tessa, and Deborah for 

their excellent presentations on the research each of them is carrying out. Strong links to 

our conference theme and valuable insights. Thank you. 



Finally, we were treated to two wonderful presentations by Headteachers Flora and 

Richard who inspired us and shared and treated to the exciting curricula at your schools. 

Thank you for your courage and inspiration. You have encouraged us to look at the 

curriculum differently and to think of the world differently. 

 My most sincere thanks to everyone for making the Conference the success it was. I leave 

you with three provocations to ponder: 

1. How can we continue to champion the broad and balanced curriculum with our 

students and in our schools and shape the provision of ITE to promote this? 

2. Have we the power of our beliefs and convictions to make this happen? At what levels 

are we making a difference- locally regionally, nationally? 

3. Are those we work with as bold as we are to create the changes we want? To breathe 

life into the curriculum so we really do meet the needs and interests of every child? 
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