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National Primary Teacher Education Council

To Rt Hon Michael Gove MP

Secretary of State for Education
House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

7 February 2011
Dear Secretary of State ,
As an umbrella organisation for tutors working in initial teacher education in the primary sector, the National Primary Teacher Education Council (NaPTEC) welcomes the Government’s intention to raise the quality of new entrants to the teaching profession and we will therefore be very happy to engage in consultation on the agenda of the White Paper, The Importance of Teaching, especially with regard to the systems in place for entry into the profession of primary teaching. We see the partnerships with schools as central to the success of our mission and would welcome the opportunity of contributing to a re-appraisal of how partnerships can be made more durable and transformational in initial teacher education. We also welcome the re-conceptualisation of the standards for QTS and would want to play a role in helping to shape them for the future.
We do, however, wish to signal at this stage our deep unease with the implied downgrading of the contribution of higher education and we note with considerable interest that OfSTED’s most recent report (November 2010) confirmed that more outstanding teacher education was delivered through HEI- led partnerships than through school-centred or employment based routes. Recent years have seen the development of programmes which have become more professionally rigorous in their focus and we do not regard the work in which we are engaged on campus as being divorced in any way from the practicalities and issues of the classroom. Indeed for us the claim that Too little teacher training takes place on the job (2.4) flies in the face of the reality that all teacher training is informed and framed by the job irrespective of whether it takes place in school or on campus.
Despite these reservations, we think that there are a number of initiatives announced in the White Paper (such as Teach Next and University Training School) which potentially could enhance initial teacher education and we would welcome the opportunity to pursue this further in discussion. We share your commitment to The Importance of Teaching and look forward to engaging in dialogue in the coming months.
Yours sincerely

Robert Young

On behalf of NaPTEC Standing Committee
36 Chigwell Road, South Woodford, London, E18 1LS

Email: rmyoung1942@yahoo.co.uk
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